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Abstract

Wildlife managers in the Southwestern United States often consider water alimiting factor for desert
wildlife. Asaresult, thousands of water catchments have been created throughout the Southwest for
wildlife since the 1930s. However, the influence of water catchments on wildlife have only recently been
evaluated and thereis no published literature indicating how the vegetation is influenced by wildlife that
use the water sources. Understanding the relationship isimportant as vegetation is critical to maintenance
of viable populations. If water catchments are attracting more ungulates to an area that are damaging
vegetation, the net result would be detrimental instead of beneficial to the population. My objectiveisto

determine if and how desert ungulates influence vegetation associated with water catchmentsin the
Southwest.



